
MINUTES
Interior Silviculture Sub-Committee of N &S OIF
February 8, 2022 @ 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm pacific
Conference call # Teams meeting
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HFP/external/!publish/Interior_Silviculture_SubCommittee/

[bookmark: _Hlk71612895][bookmark: Check4]Attendees |X|  Jeff Stone                              |X|  Kari Doyle              |X|  Bill Laing
|_|  Megan Hanacek  	      |_|  Shelley Barlow      |X|  David Jackson     |_|  Nina Sigloch 
|X|  Karen Schening                    |X| Todd Schmidt        |_|  Larry Fielding      |X|  Craig Wickland
	|_|  Tammy Berg                         |_|  Miodrag Tkalec    |_|  Kori Vernier         |_|  Mike Larock
                    |X|  Jerome Girard	
Guests: 	|X| Neil Hughes  |X| Taisa Brown   

	Start time
	            Description                                                                       Lead

	1:00
	1. Review agenda, previous meeting minutes & actions                 Craig
-Action items-Craig reminded Greg J to report out FG audit results
-Action items-RDWG developed Decision Note for guidance, out next month or so
-Nina to send out plastic policy pilot project information
-Nigel presenting to WFCA on plastic policy working group, Neil to get presentation    

	1:05
	2. Broadleaf Working Group                                                                  Craig   
· Completed VRI analysis for PG TSA and BC Overview to compare 1995 to 2020 broadleaf inventories compared
· Some concern exists regarding the quality of the VRI data; they recognize that better data may help to localize strategies
· In PG TSA, key issue is how to recruit younger age classes to form older ones? Older broadleaf Age class 4 and 5 may not be replaced by younger age classes
· Continuing to gather information on factors affecting broadleaf management for different values, such as wildlife, wildfire risk reduction, FN values, timber, biodiversity etc….
· Currently developing contracts for brushing analysis and MGM modelling and TASS modelling to look at growth and yield results in the SBS under different brushing treatment regimes to find out and develop guidance when/where vegetation managements is warranted
· Taisa has developed stratification guidance which will be released on the survey’s web page in May.  The guidance speaks to the regulatory options and application on using FPPR S.46.11(2) and how to retain broadleaf species for other values on units with FG obligations
· Met with Pacific Institute of Climate Solutions- a group that is focused on minimizing climate impacts resulting from catastrophic wildfire. One focus is to encourage broadleaves on landscape to reduce fire. Possible opportunity for collaboration to use broadleaf species to promote wildfire resilience
· Presentations by Jeff Werner et al. on moose habitat and moose conifer interaction. Examples of opportunities could be pre-commercial thinning to promote browse for moose, planting variable densities or natural regeneration prescribed to promote heterogeneity. Their project involved FN choosing areas of focus and recommending strategies like providing machine tree buffers around large broadleaf trees etc. 
· Next steps are to develop strategies for managing broadleaves; northwest of PG has opportunity for study areas
· Discussion
· FPPR sec 26.5 allows for alternative stocking standards to be developed if they have reasonable consideration of timber supply
· BWG meant to address Free Growing criteria and stocking standards and strategies with DM support for licensees to promote broadleaf on landscape
· VRI is clear that age class distribution has shifted broadleaf populations. 
· Looking at developing practices for harvest stage, cut block design, actively encourage regeneration 
· Stratification guidance to be released soon, promoting broadleaf values on landscape
· Next steps to reconvene with PG DM and staff to look for their support


	1:15
	3. Drought Working Group			        Todd/ Craig
· Thank you for information on the drought mortality information request
· Heat dome/drought is showing beginnings of 40%-90% mortality, drought was more regional based, and effects of heat dome were not the same everywhere
· Subgroups are beginning to meet and work on specific tasks such as:
· defining catastrophic drought, 
· policy and best management practices
· data collection to continue for 2017-18 drought and then further out to a ten-year timeline to capture some regional drought events
· Key issue is defining catastrophic drought and the mechanism for recovering from the impacts
· Any comments or concerns reach out to Todd, Neil, Craig
· ABCFP presentation was well done on the scientific research being carried out regarding drought and climate change
· Key point is climate is changing as we move forward and while precipitation is uncertain, temperatures will increase; we can expect to see more drought and other extreme events will become more frequent 
· We need to plan to mitigate impacts from extreme events through our practices and strategies


	1:25
	· Free Growing Working Group                                                             Taisa Brown                                                          
Presentation posted on FTP and TEAMS site
· Silviculture Manual Changes planned for 2023 but can begin to implement now
· silv height and age will be kept as mandatory but methodology changing
· Old methodology involved reporting a single height and age reflective of all species averages, which was not useful and misleading. 
· New silv height and age will be linked to leading species and measurements will be averaged across the stratum.
· Forest health information will be required to report at RG Delay in 2023, strongly encourage FH for other surveys too. The change will impact data collection and reporting but not WS targets. The FH data collection applies at every plot. Well-Spaced trees will be assessed same as before. Use the “is it pretty?” test for good colour, normal growth above and below ground, no pitch tubes, dust, galls etc. 
· Visual sampling methods guidance to be developed to determine sites where this would be appropriate method or not. Strictly about walkthroughs, drone surveys and helicopter flights for FG determination
· Request interest in being on this subcommittee? Feedback from ISSC needed.
· Action: Todd and Bill to canvas industry interest in participating on this subcommittee
· Follow up with Taisa on subcommittee membership ASAP-next month plan to begin
· Discussion on Objective codes 
· mandatory for replants due to mortality from drought or frost, NG- frost, ND -drought caused
· Draft “What’s New in Silv. Surveys 2022” posted on website and will be mailed out shortly to distribution lists; final version and revised survey manual, plot cards and training video will be released as a “draft 2023” use is optional but encouraged 
· RESULTS Information and Specifications for Submission will be updated for 2023 Survey Manual
· Please share this information on the changes to contractors, staff etc. 
· Plans for a Training video in progress and possible follow up by company or group with Taisa might be offered
· Training materials:
· FAQ document would be helpful
· Youtube channel possible with short training videos on common misconceptions or questions
· RESULTS communique to come about the new replant codes
· Discussion:
· Why only those two drought and frost? It will take work to update objective codes lists with all the pest codes 
· Plant wizard may need updating so recognize that systems will change slowly to catch up
· Are replants accounted for in the log cost survey? We are missing reporting on replants and reporting causes and being able to combine with BEC. If there are continuous replants, timber pricing and industry need to build this into the regime.
· Intent to capture seedlot transfer information in RESULTS too, CBST monitoring when transferring seedlots to assess drought and frost risk sites would be helpful 
· Replant code for Animal requested. Kootenays fill plant 20% or more, very important to capture more replant reasons. 
· ACTION: Craig and Taisa to propose Animal as a replant code at a high level, also for Insect and Disease.
· Fill plant vs replant? There is no standardized definition, a unique definition for each activity needs to be developed
· Future definitions for all activities, assessments of current practices and database management amongst different licensees to be looked at in future
· Follow up with Taisa via email with name recommendations for licensee reps/contacts
· Short term updates were the focus for free growing framework. Larger questions to tackle will be around the design, implementation, and funding of silviculture regimes and who should be responsible for long-term objectives and regeneration.
· FG Framework next steps: looking at an adaptive management approach and how should stand development be monitored. How do we develop a detailed plan to involve FN and industry? 
· Next Steps to explore options, adding external reps to FGWG, survey poll, workshops for discussion and debate
· Any thoughts on how to incorporate industry feedback into group? 
· Discussion:
· Licensees should be involved in the WG
· 1 person from all majors on WG? Should this be more top down directed? Answer- it’s more complicated, data needs assessment already done. Huge change being looked at on funding, FG framework, and responsibilities. There are so many options to sort through, so group needs to be smaller so not dealing with hundreds of proposals.
· Action- ISSC members to provide Taisa with any ideas. 
· They are looking forward to updating FG framework since 30+ years old and we have different values and objectives on the landbase.
· Does our current system work and deliver? Or are there alternatives that can achieve several objectives?
· What do we want our stocking standards or siv. regimes to do?
· More information and how to contact Taisa on silviculture website
                                                                  

	1:40
	4. Seed/ Seedlings/ Section 108                                                              Neil Hughes	              
S108 Developments discussed; Seed/Seedlings deferred to next meeting
· THLB had 150,000 high/mod severity burned since 2017
· Bill 23- FRPA Amendment will look at landscape level approach to damaging events
· Two options for S108 will exist:
· Original S108 process for smaller fires 
· Larger fires will fall under the new amendment and regulations
· Original section has minimal changes, still able to request relief of obligation or funding for licensees to carry out the work
· New legislation on section 108.2 subsection 2(b)- Minister may impose condition that the person pay to the government what they would have spent to establish FG stand from stage it had reached at damaging event
· S108.2, also speaks to designation of land as an area of catastrophic damage (wildfires, landslides, floods)
· Minister can now identify area of catastrophic damage and grant relief and impose conditions.
· 108.3 (5) may grant relief if not practicable due to change of circumstance or condition of area
· S108.4 states that the Minister may establish a plan for an area and may authorize the person to establish a FG stand in a different location 
· The plan needs to make it clear about moving obligations around: must be stated in plan and cost must be similar at new location, person agrees to do this and part of plan
· S108.5 relate to areas outside and inside catastrophic fires; Minister may impose conditions to funding granted providing that funding paid in installments, can now be legally paid in installments
· S108.5.1 (c) states person granted with funding must prepare plans and reports
· Plans of action must be clear to address fires will be the focus
· Discussion:
· When will this be ready? Hopefully within 2022
· THLB only may be measure of catastrophic fire
· The changes are meant to implement a landscape level approach; we may not want to reforest certain areas like the WUI and there may be other higher priorities than replanting every ha that burned, we may not have enough money to do this either. 
· Criteria could guide reforestation decisions such as SI or cycle time to highway 
· Who is doing this planning? Stewardship, resource management, FN, licensees
· One application for relief of funding per block in RESULTS is being assessed 


	2:10
	5. Round table discussion                                                                           ALL
· Deferred to next meeting-Upcoming silviculture related topics of interest to ISSC

	2:30
	6. Adjourn  
7. Next meeting: March 8th at 1pm



